
Elder Gallery of Contemporary Art invites you to a special 
event featuring Academy Award winning documentary film 
maker Jean-Xavier de Lestrade.  Paris-based de Lestrade’s 
latest project is true-crime series The Staircase, now 
streaming on Netflix. The series was released in June of this 
year, but it is the culmination of 16 years’ worth of work for 
the filmmaker. The 13-part series tells the story of Michael 
Peterson, a novelist living in Durham, North Carolina who 
was put on trial for the murder of his wife Kathleen. It is de 
Lestrade’s follow-up project after completing Murder on a 
Sunday Morning, which won an Oscar for Best Documentary 
Feature in 2001.  De Lestrade studied law and journalism in 
Paris and later turned to making documentaries which 
scrutinize the mechanisms of society. De Lestrade will be 
joined by the film’s producer, Allyson 
Luchak, and attorney David Rudolf, 
who represented Michael Peterson.  
The conversation will address the 
motivation behind de Lestrade’s decision 
to analyze the criminal justice system in 
America, Luchak’s work on the ground in 
Durham to cultivate and encourage 
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at Elder Gallery of Contemporary Art 
reluctant subjects to speak with filmmakers, and Rudolf’s 
unconventional decision to allow documentary filmmakers 
into the intimate, pressure-filled world of his defense team as 
they fought for a fair trial for Michael Peterson. The discussion 
will be moderated by Elder Gallery of Contemporary Art 
owner and creative director Sonya Pfeiffer who in 2003 
covered the case of North Carolina vs. Michael Peterson as a 
reporter for WTVD, the ABC affiliate in Raleigh-Durham, then 
went on to produce an award-winning documentary Life, 
Liberty and the Pursuit of Social Justice. She is now a 
practicing criminal defense and civil rights attorney. The 
program will begin promptly at 7p, and will include time for 
questions by the audience.
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