
 
 
Plein air landscape artist, Mary Erickson, is creatively driven by the mysteries 

of the natural world.  Since childhood, she has adored nature and sought to 

capture its beauty through art making.  As a painter, she aims not to 

reproduce nature’s beauty in a literal sense, but to re-present it to the viewer.  

Erickson tells a story of a woman who attended one of her shows, which 

exemplifies this idea of re-presentation.  The woman remarked about a 

particular piece, noting that she knew the exact spot it portrayed. She said, “I 

drive by that spot everyday, and now I’ll never see it the same way again.”  

Erickson believes that her gift as an artist is not her ability to paint, but her 

ability to see and to communicate her vision to viewers. 

 

As an avid traveller, Erickson has had occasion to take in a wide variety of 

scenes.  She frequently chooses to paint en plein air because it is experiential.  

It gives the viewer insight into exactly where she was at the time of her work’s 

inception, as if they are stumbling upon it with her.  The result is authentic 

work that portrays both the reality of a location as well as its inherent magic.  

 



Erickson endeavors to make her work dynamic and transcendent because it is 

in service to a higher cause.  As an active nature conservationist, one of her 

main objectives is to confront people with the beauty of earth so that they 

might take care to preserve it.  This is a particularly important message to 

instill in the American south, she says, because as it grows and develops, its 

natural landscape and ecosystems are being destroyed at a dizzying pace.  

 

Erickson is a founding member of Southern Plein Air Artists (SPAA) and a 

number of other artist groups devoted to documenting the southern 

landscape before it disappears.  She has studios in Marshville, NC and Venice, 

FL. She has exhibited extensively at galleries and museums across the 

southeast.  

 


